PRESS RELEASE

128 N. Willow Ave.
Rialto, CA 92376
(909) 820-2578

Rialto Police Department

Release Date: March 2, 2026

Incident: Fatal Traffic Collision

Date / Time: March 2, 2026, 12:01 a.m.

Location: Foothill Boulevard and Eucalyptus Avenue, Rialto, CA
Case: 932602596

Decedent:  Adult Male, 42-year-old, Fontana, Resident
Name withheld pending Coroner next of kin notification

Involved: Paulo Meza, Age 33, Rialto Resident
Driver

Information:

On Monday, March 2, 2026, at approximately 12:01 a.m., the Rialto Police Department received
multiple reports of a vehicle vs pedestrian traffic collision on Foothill Boulevard at Eucalyptus
Avenue. Officers from the Patrol and Traffic Bureaus responded to the scene along with personnel
from the Rialto Fire Department.

The pedestrian, a 42-year-old male, Fontana resident, was pronounced deceased at the scene by
Rialto Fire Paramedics. The identity of the pedestrian is being withheld pending coroner and next
of kin notification. The driver of the involved vehicle, Paulo Meza, remained at the scene and
cooperated with the investigation.

The Rialto Police Department’s Major Accident Investigation Team (MAIT) responded and
initiated a comprehensive investigation into the collision. Preliminary information indicates the
pedestrian was crossing Foothill Boulevard southbound, outside of a crosswalk when he was struck
by Meza’s vehicle. Based on information available at this stage of the investigation, alcohol or drug
impairment does not appear to be a contributing factor by Meza.



The investigation remains ongoing. Anyone with information related to this incident is encouraged
to contact Traffic Sergeant Justin Breen at (909) 835-9965. Anonymous tips may also be submitted
through WeTip at (800) 782-7463, referencing case number 932602596.
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